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1. Phuket Post Office holds ‘International Letter Writing Week 2010′ 

 
On August 4th  2010, Teerayuth Aiumtrakul, a Vice Governor of Phuket, presided 
over the opening ceremony of ‘International Letter Writing Week 2010′ being held at 
Phuket Wittayalai School on August 4th – 8th 2010. The event was held by Phuket 
Post Office in order to show and promote the benefits of communication by letters. 
There were many activities in the event such as writing free postcards to the King, 
making stamps from individual pictures, writing letters to friends, families, and loved 
ones, with game booths, karaoke contests, postal souvenir booths, and a Thai postal 
history exhibition. 
 
Somchai Aomsabsin, Head of Post Office Region 8, said that the event was held to 
commemorate the Universal Postal Convention which was first established on 
October 9th 1874 in Bern, Switzerland. The convention was the base of the postal 
system today. Later in 1957, at the 14th International Postal Union Conference held in 
Ottawa, Canada, 96 members of the union, including Thailand, agreed to encourage 
people in their country to communicate by writing letters. Consequently, the union 
members began to hold an ‘International Letter Writing Week’ in their countries 
every year. The event is often held during the week of October 9th when the union 
was first established. 
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2. More losses for Postal Service in third quarter 

  
By Lisa Rein 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Friday, August 6, 2010 
 
Losses for the U.S. Postal Service widened to $3.5 billion in the third quarter as mail 
volume continued to plummet and operating expenses grew. 
 



Despite more than $10 billion in cost cutting over three years, the Postal Service 
could face a cash-flow problem next year and may have trouble making a payment for 
future retiree benefits, the agency's chief financial officer said Thursday. Another 
expense was $17 billion in workers' compensation liability because of lower interest 
rates, Joseph R. Corbett told the board of governors. 
 
Losses for the quarter that ended June 30 were $1.1 billion more than the Postal 
Service had hemorrhaged during the same period last year, Corbett said. 
 
So far this fiscal year, the Postal Service has had a net loss of about $5.4 billion, an 
increase from $4.7 billion in the same period of 2009. 
 
Thursday's announcement came as the agency prepares to start labor negotiations next 
month for new contracts with two of its four unions, representing rural letter carriers 
and clerks, maintenance workers and motor-vehicle operators. 
 
"We continue to work on productivity," Corbett told the board of governors. "But we 
need legislative and contractual changes. . . . We've got to get to be a profitable 
organization." 
ad_icon 
 
The bleak financial news compounds several bad years at the Postal Service, where 
mail volume is down 20 percent since 2007. To stem the losses, management has 
reduced employee hours; eliminated about 100,000 jobs through attrition and buyouts; 
proposed raising rates and eliminating Saturday delivery; and is pressing Congress to 
scrap advance payments for retirees. 
 
But Postal Service officials say the path to financial solvency requires loosening long-
established restrictions in union contracts. 
 
Postmaster General John Potter said negotiations with rural letter carriers and the 
American Postal Workers Union will be "fair to employees." But he noted that the 
agency's financial woes will "contribute mightily" at the bargaining table. 
 
Among the changes management is seeking are more flexibility to address declining 
workloads with part-time and contract workers and to ask workers to take on different 
job assignments. About 80 percent of Postal Service employees work full time. The 
agency also wants its financial problems to be considered as it seeks concessions. 
 
Negotiations with the union representing 210,000 letter carriers are set to start next 
year. 
 
"In our view, the overriding context to the numbers reflects the weakness in the 
economy," said Jim Sauber of the National Association of Letter Carriers. 
 
He said the economic downturn's effect on business, coupled with management's 
obligation under a 2006 provision requiring it to pre-fund retiree health benefits at 
about $5 billion a year, represent the biggest threats to the Postal Service's viability. 
Calls to the American Postal Workers Union requesting comment were not returned. 
 



The Postal Service also is looking for relief from Congress for the advance payments 
for retirees. Even with borrowing, the agency's cash-flow problems may be too severe 
to allow payment in the next fiscal year, Corbett said. 
 
Thursday's financial statement was challenged by a new lobbying group representing 
volume mailers. The Affordable Mail Alliance, which is fighting the plan to raise 
rates in January, accused the Postal Service of inflating its financial pressures to push 
the rate increase through. 
 
"It's misleading information designed to thwart the need for the rate case," said Tony 
Conway, head of the alliance. He said postal officials indicated as recently as a month 
ago that they would finish this fiscal year with $1.3 billion in cash. 
 
Joanne M. Veto, a Postal Service spokeswoman, said: "These are audited numbers. 
We've been saying for almost a full year we were projecting a shortfall of between $6 
[billion] and $7 billion" for the year. 
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3. Iran Endorses Agreements on Postal Cooperation with 4 Regional States 

 
TEHRAN (FNA)- The Islamic Republic of Iran's Post Company has signed several 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with four regional countries during the last 
five months, the head of the company announced on Saturday. 
  
 
"Since the beginning of this (Iranian ) year (starting on March 21) we have finalized 
MoUs on increasing cooperation with the four countries of Turkey, Tajikistan, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan," Managing-Director of Iran Post Company Mohammad 
Hassan Mohebbian said. 
 
Mohebbian said his company has sought hard to promote its presence and activities at 
the international level, and mentioned that the company officials attended the annual 
meeting of the Asian-Pacific Postal Union (APPU) this year to the very same end. 
 
He also reiterated that the company seeks to widen its presence in the international 
bodies to increase Iran's role in global decision-makings. 
 
The APPU serves as a medium of relations, information, inquiry and training for the 
member-countries of the Union and is composed of the administrative section and the 
training section. 
 
The APPU provides training facilities and advisory services in the training section to 
improve postal services within Asia and the Pacific. This training section is 
administered by a Governing Board, chaired by the head of the host administration of 
Thailand. 
 



The Governing Board meets at least once each year in the country where the 
Executive council will hold its meeting. The training section of the Bureau is known 
as the Asian-Pacific Postal College. 
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4. Thailand Post may provide microfinance centres 

 
    * Published: 31/08/2010 at 12:00 AM 
    * Newspaper section: Business 
 
Thailand Post offices nationwide could be transformed into microfinance centres as 
part of the government's bid to extend financial services to lower-income groups, said 
Finance Minister Korn Chatikavanij. 
 
The postal service's 1,200 branches and tens of thousands of staff nationwide could 
serve as a broad distribution channel for rural communities, he said. 
 
If approved by the Bank of Thailand, the Thailand Post could join with state banks 
such as the Government Savings Bank and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural 
Co-operatives in promoting microfinance programmes. 
 
The GSB for the past several years has offered the People's Bank programme as a 
funding source for urban residents by offering small loans to support entrepreneurial 
activities. The BAAC meanwhile is championing community bank schemes where 
villagers play a direct role in vetting and approving loan requests by residents. 
 
The Finance Ministry hopes that expanding financial services to the poor will help 
reduce dependence on underground lenders and loan sharks, which often results in 
massive social disruption and household debt due to usurious rates of interest. 
 
Mr Korn said simply providing financial access to the poor was not enough, and that 
help is also needed in terms of knowledge and financial management. 
 
The GSB and the BAAC would collaborate to establish "local financial advisers" to 
offer assistance to villagers about basic household financial planning and accounting, 
he said. 
 
Mr Korn said in the future, the government could tap underground lenders themselves 
to play a formal role in providing microfinancing to villagers by acting as agents for 
state banks. 
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Thursday, September 2, 2010 



5. MICROCAPITAL BRIEF: State Banks to Offer Microfinance Services at 

Post Offices in Thailand 

» Posted by Matthew Fox in Category: Asia, Deals at 12:03 am 
 
Thailand post offices nationwide could be transformed into microfinance outlets as 
part of the government’s bid to extend financial services to lower-income groups, said 
Finance Minister Korn Chatikavan. An article from The Bangkok Post states that the 
Thailand Postal Service is awaiting approval from the Bank of Thailand to begin 
offering microfinance services at its 1,200 branches. 
 
State banks who already have microfinance programs such as the Government 
Savings Bank (GSB) and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-operatives 
(BAAC) “would collaborate [with the postal service] to establish ‘local financial 
advisers’ to offer assistance to villagers about basic household financial planning and 
accounting” Mr Chtikavan said. 
 
By Matthew Fox, Research Assistant 
 
Sources and Additional Resources 
 
The Bangkok Post: Thailand Post May Provide Microfinance Centers, 31 August 
2010: http://www.bangkokpost.com/business/economics/193808/thailand-post-may-
provide-microfinance-centres 
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