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1. History of the Stroudsburg post office 

 
June 06, 2010  
 
The Postal Service in the United States has a long history. Beginning while we were 
still a British colony, the first record of an American postal service appeared in 1639 
in Richard Fairbank's tavern in Boston, Mass. 
 
Gov. William Penn established Pennsylvania's first post office in 1683. Before this 
time, colonists often relied on friends or hired private citizens or American Indians to 
deliver mail. Interestingly, native people called letters "talking leaves." 
 
The Post Office Department (predecessor of the U.S. Postal Service) was created by 
an act of the Second Continental Congress on July 26, 1775. Benjamin Franklin was 
chosen as the first postmaster general. While the position was new, Franklin was not 
new to the duties of this appointment; in 1737, a 31-year-old Franklin had been 
appointed by the British Crown to serve as Philadelphia's postmaster. In typical 
Franklin style, he made many improvements to the postal system including night 
rides, laying out shorter routes, placing milestone markers along the roads. In 1774, 
the Crown dismissed Franklin because of his colonial sympathies. 
 
According to the archives in Washington, D.C., the first post office in Stroudsburg 
was created shortly after 1800, with Daniel Stroud serving as postmaster. The first 
returns were made to Stroud on April 1, 1803. Over the years, the post office was 
moved to various locations around Stroudsburg. In 1884, it was at the corner of Main 
and Seventh streets. By 1915, the building was at 567 Main St., and in 1928, it was at 
22 S. Sixth St. 
 
In 1847, U.S. postage stamps were issued, and the first shipment of stamps was sent 
to Stroudsburg on Sept. 29, 1851. The shipment was received by Postmaster George 
H. Miller and included 2,000 three-cent stamps. Anyone wishing to receive or send 



mail had to go to the post office. It wasn't until Nov. 16, 1908, that mail carriers 
provided the first home and business delivery of mail. 
 
On March 4, 1931, Congress authorized the purchase of land in Stroudsburg to build a 
post office building and set aside $130,000 for the project. After searching for a 
suitable location for the new federal building, a plot of land was purchased at 701 Ann 
St. for $26,200. Stroudsburg businessmen George H. Craig and Murrell R. Kiefer 
were the architects, and J.H. deSibour of Washington, D.C., served as the consultant. 
The building was constructed by the Girard Engineering and Construction Co. of 
Philadelphia at a cost of $87,000. 
 
Three years later, the large Art Deco structure was completed, and on June 21, 1934, 
it was officially dedicated. U.S. Postmaster General James A. Farley traveled to 
Stroudsburg from Washington, D.C., via train to speak at the dedication. Farley 
arrived at the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad Station in East 
Stroudsburg. The dedication ceremony and dinner were held at Penn Stroud Hotel 
(now Pocono Inn Towne) with Judge Samuel E. Shull serving as toastmaster. More 
than 500 Monroe County residents attended in addition to Laurel Blossom Festival 
Queen Violet Camille and her royal court of 17 princesses. 
 
Monsignor C.A. McHugh of Mount Pocono opened the event with an invocation, and 
Farley made a lengthy speech. Farley started by thanking the community and 
acknowledging the ambition of the residents of not only Stroudsburg, but of the entire 
county for creating a successful and prosperous community. Farley continued to 
discuss everything from a description of each office in the Post Office Department to 
the financial stability and profit and loss reports for the department over the years. 
 
Also in attendance was Monroe County native Clinton B. Eilenberger, who served 
under Farley as third assistant. Eilenberger spoke briefly to the crowd about his pride 
in helping to establish a permanent post office building in Stroudsburg. He also stated 
his hopes of having a similar building constructed in East Stroudsburg. Stroudsburg 
postmaster Harry Oldorf also spoke to the crowd and acknowledged that the new 
building would be a great improvement over their current operations room, which 
measured only 15 by 20 feet. 
 
Following the dedication ceremonies, most of the 500 attendees walked to the new 
Stroudsburg post office to tour the building. The building was situated between 
McMichaels Creek and Ann Street and measured 1,000 feet 4 inches by 68 feet 10 
inches. The construction was limestone and featured two granite lamps and 
ornamental exterior aluminum doors. The interior featured 7-foot granite wainscoting 
and terrazzo flooring. The building opened to the public on July 9, and Carroll Doll 
sold the first postal stamp from his window. 
 
Throughout the years, other federal offices occupied the building. Not only was the 
post office inside the building, but (according to the 1963 city directory) so too were 
the Army Recruiting Station, the Selective Service Board, the Internal Revenue 
Office, the Marine Recruiting Service and the U.S. Department of Agricultural 
Extension Service. 
 



In 1967, the building was renovated, and an addition was added to the Seventh Street 
side. While under renovation, the post office was temporarily located at 1189 W. 
Main St., in the old Yankee Ribbon Mill. The new addition was built of a limestone 
exterior to match the original edifice, and 6,000 feet of office space was added. 
Today, the Stroudsburg post office building houses only postal business. 
 
The structure is a fine example of Art Deco architecture which was very popular in 
the 1930s in the United States. From its structured lines to the decorative railings and 
windows, this building represents an interesting and relevant architectural style. The 
next time you visit the Stroudsburg post office, take a moment not only to admire the 
beauty of this historic building, but to think back to the long history of the U.S. Postal 
Service. 
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2. &#8216;Revamp services in postal, telecom departments' 
 
Jun. 6, 2010 (The Hindu Business Line) --  
 
Our Correspondent 
 
Madurai, June 6 
 
The Government-run postal and telecom services are fast losing their relevance to 
society. They function with lot of deficiencies compared with private operators. A 
revamp is necessary, according to Mr P.T.K.A. Balasubramanain, Secretary, Sattur 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
 
In a letter addressed to Mr A. Raja, Union Minister for Postal and Telecom Services, 
he said that while private couriers delivered the posts the next day, no one was sure 
about delivery with reference to the Postal Department. 
 
The Department also does not seem to take interest in setting things right. The fate is 
the same with the money order and telegram services, he added. 
 
With reference to telecommunication services through BSNL, the landline services 
are no more effective as people have started using cell phones in a big way, including 
those in rural areas. 
 
There is need to reduce the rent and increase free calls. The services, compared with 
private operators, are so defective that people are increasingly turning to private 
companies. BSNL does not offer many freebies as the private companies do, he said. 
 
(Source: iStockAnalyst ) 
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3. Pakistan: Officials Prepare Rs 518.559 Million for Port Development 
 
Posted on Jun 6th, 2010 with tags 518.559, allocates, Company News, million, 
Officials, Pakistan, ports, Rs.  
 
 
The government has allocated an amount of Rs.518.559 million for ongoing schemes 
of Ports and Shipping Division under Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) 
2010-11. 
 
As per details of the allocation for different projects, the government has allocated an 
amount of Rs.69.964 million for Gwadar Port Civic Centre. The total cost of the 
project is Rs.199.730 million and so far Rs 136.540 million has been spent till June 
2010. 
 
The budgetary document released here on Saturday reveals that Rs 200.411 have been 
allocated for ‘Construction of Eastbay Expressway’ to link Gwadar port with national 
road network. The total cost of the project is Rs.6274.000 million and so far 
Rs.12.922 million has been spent till June. 
 
Rs.248.184 million has been allocated for maintenance of dredging of Gwadar port in 
ongoing scheme as mentioned in PSDP. 
 
The total cost of the project is Rs 350.000 million and so far amount Rs 48.400 
million has been spent till June 2010. 
 
The federal government has allocated Rs 81.084 million for three ongoing projects of 
ministry of Postal Services under its Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) 
for the year 2010-11. 
 
According to PSDP budgetary document released here on Saturday, Rs.27.618 million 
have been proposed for the establishment of Counter Automation at Pakistan Post and 
Rs 14.693 million for the transport for mail/cash/ conveyance/ visits inspections. 
 
The government has proposed Rs 38.773 million for construction, renovation and 
reconstruction of Post Offices and Postal Operations and residential building. 
 
The total cost of all these projects has been estimated at Rs 1159.174 million, 
however Rs 81.084 million have been allocated under for the schemes in the PSDP 
2010-11. 
Map powered by MapPress 
 
Source: nation, June 6, 2010; Image: Wikimedia, May 3, 2009 
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JUNE 4, 2010, 7:23 A.M. ET 
 

4. UPDATE: Japan's Incoming PM Vows To Pass Postal Reform Bill Soon  
 
 
TOKYO (Dow Jones)--Japan's incoming prime minister Naoto Kan pledged Friday to 
"do everything" he can to pass legislation to reform the country's postal services soon, 
suggesting the new administration is unlikely to heed U.S. and European calls to 
amend the bill.  
 
The comments come despite speculation that the U.S. and Europe may bring a suit to 
the World Trade Organization over the planned overhaul of Japan's sprawling postal 
services, which they say would impede competition in the global financial markets. 
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5. ANALYSIS / Hatoyama leaves litany of problems 
 
Michihiro Kawashima / Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer 
 
The sudden resignation of Yukio Hatoyama as prime minister has "tossed many 
important political tasks into the air," as one senior economy bureaucrat put it. The 
next administration will need to promptly address unresolved issues that especially 
impact people's lives. 
 
Fiscal policy 
 
The Hatoyama administration was supposed to compile a midterm fiscal framework 
by this month, but the project is far behind schedule because the administration had 
been preoccupied with the issue of relocating the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air 
Station in Okinawa Prefecture. 
 
The framework gives a picture of projected expenditures and revenues over the next 
three years. Compilation of the framework closely feeds into the drafting of the fiscal 
2011 budget that begins this summer.  
 
Amid the prolonged harsh fiscal situation, it would be fiscally dangerous to compile a 
budget--similar to the current budget--that would issue a raft of deficit-covering bonds 
that would significantly exceed tax revenues. It is necessary for the next government 
to unveil a landmark financial blueprint soon to demonstrate its fiscal management 
ability. 
 
In May, Hatoyama's administration also was supposed to come up with a reform 
agenda for the social security and taxpayer ID number system, which was expected to 
be decided sometime this year. 
 



The ID number system is aimed at kicking off the introduction of another system to 
benefit low-wage earners who would receive a tax break and benefits if their income 
was lower than the minimum taxable level. 
 
Introducing such systems is an important element of improving the tax environment in 
advance of an unavoidable rise in the consumption tax to aid in restoring the 
government's finances. 
 
Global cooperation 
 
Deputy Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who also serves as finance minister, will not 
attend the two-day Group of 20 finance ministers and central bank governors meeting 
in Busan, South Korea, beginning Friday, as the meeting conflicts with the 
Democratic Party of Japan presidential race to succeed Hatoyama. 
 
On June 25-27, the Group of Eight leaders summit meeting and Group of 20 summit 
talks will be held in Canada. Japan, which suffers from a large budget deficit, wants to 
use the events to tout its road map to restore fiscal health based on its midterm fiscal 
framework. However, it is not clear to what extent the issue can be discussed 
domestically before then. 
 
Expressway fees 
 
The next administration has to deal with a new expressway toll system set to be 
launched by the Hatoyama administration. 
 
There are concerns within the DPJ that any review of the toll system could actually 
result in expressway tariff increases. Such concerns are delaying discussions 
necessary to compile related bills. 
 
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Minister Seiji Maehara already has given 
up on introducing the new system in June, but drastic change might occur depending 
on the next administration's strategy. 
 
The Diet is debating the new system, in which tolls are capped based on motor vehicle 
size--2,000 yen for standard-size cars, 5,000 yen for trucks and 1,000 yen for light 
vehicles--regardless of time and day as well as the use of electronic toll collection 
(ETC). However, abolishing the maximum toll of 1,000 yen on weekends and 
national holidays would end up charging short-distance drivers more, causing a 
backlash among DPJ House of Councillors members who are preparing for the 
upcoming election. 
 
Postal reform 
 
Hatoyama's resignation has clouded the prospects for enacting the postal service 
reform bill. 
 
Likely to be postponed are the timing of the Japan Post Group's reorganization, now 
planned for October 2011, as well as a rise in the maximum limits of the postal saving 
and insurance premiums, which are to be reviewed at the time of the bill's enactment. 



 
The postal reform bill was submitted Monday to the upper house but has not been 
discussed by its General Affairs Committee. 
 
Shizuka Kamei, state minister in charge of postal reform, emphasized at a press 
conference Wednesday the government would soon enact the bill. However, 
complaints among the public might grow if the bill is enacted without thorough 
debate at the Diet session. 
(Jun. 4, 2010) 
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Japan's government falls 

6. Hatoyama bows out 
And a new generation of leaders beckons. Will it be any better than the old one? 
 
Jun 3rd 2010 | TOKYO | From The Economist print edition 
 
 
JUST before Yukio Hatoyama stepped down as Japan’s prime minister on June 2nd, 
he carried out what could—in an ideal world—be one of the bolder acts of his 
premiership. He convinced Ichiro Ozawa, secretary-general of the Democratic Party 
of Japan (DPJ) and a powerbroker who has held sway over Japan’s mildewed politics 
for decades, to resign with him. 
 
After announcing his decision, Mr Hatoyama, who is only 63, promised to retire 
gracefully from politics. His eyes wet with tears, he showed what appeared to be 
genuine contrition for letting down voters who nine months ago overwhelmingly 
backed his party in a general election, ending more than half a century of rule by the 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 
 
Not so Mr Ozawa. As The Economist went to press, there was still some doubt that 
his resignation would loosen his grip on the party machine. He currently commands 
the loyalty of at least 150 ruling-party lawmakers, by far the biggest faction in the 
parliament, or Diet. That would give him some influence over whomever the party 
picks to replace Mr Hatoyama at a gathering on June 4th, even from behind the 
scenes.  
 
The front-runner for the job has long been Naoto Kan, the finance minister and deputy 
prime minister (see article). Before the vote he received a fillip when two possible 
rivals, the foreign and transport ministers, decided not to run against him. But 
whoever the new leader is, he—it is never a she—will have a lot on his plate. After 
picking a cabinet, he will have less than a fortnight before the session of the Diet ends 
on June 16th. That means he will have to decide whether to postpone or scrap a 
controversial bill to reverse the reform of the postal system. Scrapping it would anger 
a small coalition partner of the DPJ that is passionately opposed to privatisation. It 
would also alienate the politically powerful postal workers. But it would be a strong 
signal to financial markets that the new leader has his economic priorities right. 



 
Then, on July 11th, come mid-term elections for the upper house. These will be 
another milestone for the DPJ. Months ago, gaining a majority in the upper house to 
add to its lower-house one was considered a safe bet. But the DPJ’s financial 
scandals, and Mr Hatoyama’s inability to decide until last month what to do about an 
American marine base in Okinawa, have hit the party hard, according to opinion 
surveys. The new leader will have his work cut out to avoid a drubbing at the polls. 
 
What is more, he must somehow escape the curse of Okinawa. Friction with America 
over relocating the marine base there ultimately triggered Mr Hatoyama’s downfall. 
The hope for Mr Kan, if he is the new leader, will be that his silence on the issue 
during the past nine months will absolve him of responsibility for it. He could 
maintain an existing agreement with America, which would mollify the 
administration, and hope that the anger in Okinawa is eventually forgotten by much of 
the electorate. The Okinawans, however, will do their best to keep their strident 
opposition to the base in the public eye. 
 
Even if the DPJ’s popularity is not significantly enhanced by the change of leader, a 
poor showing in the upper-house election could be a blessing in disguise. It would 
reinforce the impression that Mr Ozawa had done the party no good, and make it 
easier to send him packing.  
 
Within the Diet, some small parties are winning popularity at the expense of the 
flailing DPJ and the discredited LDP. Some, such as Your Party, have sensibly liberal 
views, and might be willing to align with the DPJ, provided Mr Ozawa were not 
lurking in the shadows. Mr Ozawa’s resignation “opens up the possibility of a 
coalition as long as [Mr] Ozawa doesn’t try to run the DPJ through a surrogate,” 
writes Richard Katz of the Oriental Economist, a newsletter (unrelated to The 
Economist). 
 
Coalition politics can be scrappy. Mr Hatoyama’s feisty partners made life tough for 
him over the Okinawa air base. Without a big majority, a dominant party like the DPJ 
can easily get bogged down in parliament. Japan could become even more 
directionless than it already is. 
 
But coalitions have merits, sometimes forcing bigger parties to accommodate smaller 
ones to get their policies voted into law. If policies in Japan become more important 
than personalities, it would mark a welcome shift. Even if this new style of politics 
weakens big parties, that could be no bad thing, considering how chaotic recent years 
have been under them. 
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Collected by Chairul Anwar, Bandung, Indonesia. 
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