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1. Pocono Consumer: smartphones, postal delivery and electric bills 

March 04, 2010 
 
Smartphones are everywhere, but do you really understand what you're buying? 
We've looked into it and have all the details to help you make a smart decision. 
 
Saturday mail delivery may soon be a thing of the past. Postmaster General John 
Potter said Wednesday that he would like to see mail delivery cut back from six days 
a week to five starting next year. 
 
PPL Electric Utilities wants to raise the electric bill for 1.4 million customers by 
about 2.5 percent. Even if you switched to another energy provider, this still will 
effect you. Here's why. 
 
While the federal government continues to debate health care reform, local providers 
think the greatest savings will come from focusing on how they deliver medical 
services. 
 
Is working from home the new calling in sick? There's new pressure to work from 
home rather than heal in bed. 
 
Bad boxes of Lemon Chalet Crème Girl Scout cookies may have reached the 
Poconos. 
 
A reader is concerned about the health of trees and needs info. Here's a guide that can 
help you recognize hazardous defects. 
 
Looking for free "money"? We've got a ton of coupons that will help you save big 
bucks at the store. Check out these deals. 
 
Money-saving tip: Buy a portable coupon organizer that can fit into your purse or 
glove compartment. By carrying this with you while shopping, you can never say, "I 
have a coupon for that at home." To submit a money-saving tip, send your idea, name, 
town and phone number to Deb Kelter. The phone number is just for verification. 



 
Coming Tuesday: How well do you and your partner deal with financial issues? It's 
one of the top reasons for disagreements, which you probably already knew. We've 
looked into the issue and have some ideas. 
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2. Post Office fund-raising ban slows down soldier support 

 
BY Mike Mclaughlin 
DAILY NEWS WRITER 
 
Thursday, March 4th 2010, 4:00 AM 
 
A patriotic Dyker Heights group that paid shipping costs for packages sent to soldiers 
in the Mideast is struggling to raise cash after a U.S. Postal Service crackdown. 
 
Post Office employees and volunteers raked in $10,000 a year for the postage fund, 
but donations slowed to a trickle after the USPS banned souvenir sales and donations 
in the 13th Ave. branch in 2008. 
 
"When we were raising money here, we always had funds," said USPS clerk Lucille 
Lovisi, who added that the Postal workers raised more than $52,000 before their 
efforts were shut down. 
 
"It was never a problem, but now packages sit around a little longer," said Lovisi. 
 
Sometimes, there's only enough money to cover part of the bulk mailings organized 
by Boy Scout troops and local schools. 
 
"We can't really handle 25 boxes at a time," said Lovisi. 
 
That's because USPS officials ordered them to stop taking collections from customers 
and selling knickknacks like American flags in the branch lobby, which federal 
officials said violated Postal Service policy. 
 
"There was never any fund-raising allowed on the Post Office grounds. They were 
doing it on their own," said USPS spokeswoman Darleen Reid-DeMeo. 
 
The program has been kept alive by the Dyker Heights Civic Association - which 
passes the hat at meetings and neighborhood events - but donations have fallen to as 
little as $3,000-$4,000 a year. 
 
"It's been very hard to keep up with demand," admitted civic association president 
Fran Vella-Marrone. "It's just on a hand-to-mouth basis. We raise the money, and out 
it goes." 
 
The program started small, but rapidly took off. 



 
Lovisi hatched the fund with co-workers in 2003 when they discovered local hero 
Marine Sgt. Edward Chin - who draped the Stars and Stripes over a gigantic Saddam 
Hussein statue in Baghdad in 2003 before American troops toppled it. 
 
At first, they paid to ship packages to Chin from his relatives in an impromptu "adopt 
a soldier" program, but they expanded their generosity to cover the mailings to any 
overseas soldier. 
 
It became a popular local charity, although it was never formally incorporated. 
 
"It's really a very positive thing," said Fort Hamilton Army base spokeswoman Cathy 
SantoPietro."It's been there for so many families." 
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3. U.S. Postal Service to test a repurposed electric vehicle fleet 

 
By Nicole Norfleet 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Thursday, March 4, 2010 
 
Whether it was delivering packages via locomotive or launching 3,000 letters inside a 
guided missile, the U.S. Postal Service has always pushed the envelope when it comes 
to transportation. 
This Story 
 
    * 
      USPS delivers test plan for electric fleet 
    * 
      By the numbers 
 
But with its fleet of aging delivery trucks -- and limited funds -- the agency needs 
another innovation. 
 
Starting this summer, the Postal Service, which operates the world's largest civilian 
vehicle fleet, will begin a year-long pilot program of electric mail trucks in the 
Washington area, using vehicles converted by five manufacturers. 
 
"We have been integral to transportation since Day One," said Postal Service 
spokeswoman Sue Brennan, "so we consider this a role for us." 
 
The experiment is the first field-testing of electric-powered long-life vehicles, a staple 
of postal delivery for decades. There are 142,000 delivery trucks still on the road. The 
small mail trucks are on their way to delivering their last packages -- most are 
between 20 and 25 years old. Last year, the Postal Service announced it would extend 
the lifespan of the vehicles to 30 years, buying the agency more time to make a 



decision about the future of its fleet while it wrestles with how to pay for 
replacements. 
 
On Tuesday, the Postal Service announced that it expects to lose $238 billion during 
the next decade because of steep declines in mail volume and regulatory restrictions. 
ad_icon 
 
The Postal Service is "cannibalizing" its older trucks to keep the newer ones going, 
said Ruth Goldway, the chairman of the Postal Regulatory Commission and a 
supporter of electric conversion. 
 
"At some point, they are going to have to [do] something," she said. "Right now, they 
are being very clever with keeping these older vehicles going." 
 
Rep. Gerald E. Connolly (D-Va.) introduced a bill Friday that would pay for 109,500 
electric vehicles, though the cost of that program isn't known yet. 
 
"This, to me, would be a very productive thing and . . . likely to produce jobs and 
revitalize an industry," Connolly said. 
 
In December, Rep. José E. Serrano (D-N.Y.) announced an "e-Drive" bill that would 
give $2 billion to the Energy Department and Postal Service to convert 20,000 mail 
trucks into electric vehicles. 
 
Mail-delivery trucks are a perfect fit for electric conversion, said David Mazaika, 
chief operating officer for Quantum Technologies, an electric-car manufacturer based 
in California that is part of the pilot program. The other participating companies are 
Bright Automotive, EDAG, ZAP and Delaware-based AutoPort. The companies have 
six months to design and assemble the vehicles before a one-year demonstration 
begins this summer. 
 
"The technology out there is ready," Mazaika said. 
 
Electric vehicles are not new to the Postal Service. They were in use early in the 
1990s but fell to the wayside because batteries were too big, and gas was incredibly 
cheap, said Nancy Pope, a curator at the National Postal Museum. Since then, the 
Postal Service has employed other alternative-fuel vehicles, including 30 electric 
trucks that are used to take mail to processing plants in New York City, Brennan said. 
 
Electric-car manufacturers have been eyeing partnerships with the Postal Service for 
years. In 1996, the Postal Service teamed with General Motors to convert several 
delivery trucks to electric power, but GM ended up canceling its entire electric-
vehicle program a couple years later because production costs were too high. In 2000, 
Ford was awarded a contract for 500 electric vehicles, but that program was canceled 
because of limited battery availability, and Ford dropped its electric-vehicle program 
because of high costs as well. 
 
Goldway said it is unfortunate that the pilot program won't be done on a larger scale. 
The way the Postal Service handles the emergence of electric vehicles will affect its 
corporate image and show whether it is still cutting-edge or outdated, she said. 



 
"I think this technology is perfectly suited for the Postal Service right now, just the 
way it is," she said. "They should seize the opportunity." 
 
 

000 
 
 
 
Collected by Chairul Anwar, Bandung, Indonesia. 
E-mail address : chairulanwar49@operamail.com, uyungchairul@plasa.com. 

 


