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By Jacob Goldstein 
 
Good morning. 
 
The U.S. Postal Service is on the skids. People just don't write letters anymore! In a 
rather bleak 10-year plan released yesterday, the USPS said the number of pieces 
mailed in 2009 fell to 177 billion, down from 213 billion in 2006. And volume is 
projected to fall further by 2020. What this is likely to mean for you: More expensive 
stamps, and no mail delivery on Saturday. 
 
Women saved Social Security, an economist argues this morning in the Times' blog 
Economix. Life expectancy has increased dramatically since Social Security was 
created in the 1930s. That means more people are collecting Social Security payments 
for a longer period of time. One reason that the program has managed to stay solvent: 
The higher percentage of women in the work force has meant more people paying into 
Social Security. For more on the growing length of retirement around the world, 
check out this very compelling graphic from the Economist. 
 
The number of people filing for bankruptcy is still rising. More than 111,000 people 
filed in February, up 9% from the previous month and up 14% compared with 
February, 2009, according to the American Bankruptcy Institute. In 2009, bankruptcy 
filings rose by about a third compared with 2008, according to government figures 
released yesterday. 
 
Those Medicare pay cuts to doctors I wrote about last week -- the ones that always get 
postponed -- got postponed again. One Senator was holding up a package of 
temporary measures, including a block on the Medicare pay cuts, because the 
additional spending added to the deficit. He backed down yesterday. The Senate 
passed the bill, which had already been passed by the House, and President Obama 
signed it into law. 
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Marina Pratt (LAOSEE) wrote: 
I love the post office. I also love my computer email system. I am completely 
dependent on Social security medical through my social security survivors benifits. I 
am poor and would not have any physical safty net at all were it not for the federal 
government. Thus it is I am hoping they find a solution to the post office difficulty 
and I am praying the American public will find a way to dump all these astonishingly 
selfish and ignorant old men in the house and senate who are betraying the trust put in 
them by their respective voting populations. Time to go guys! This betrayal will not 
wash! 
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Stanek Frantisek (Fanuel) wrote: 
Zdrav�m, a co sb�rat zn�mky ??? 
Stanek (Fanuel) 
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t t (porcupine) wrote: 
Re: Postal Service, from one of the proud-to-be-one carriers 
If you are housebound, you get checked on (that you are okay) every day, by your 
mail man. This is a service we perform at no extra cost. Who else goes to your door 
6/wk and looks to see that all seems well? 
If there is a national crisis, like 9/11, you get word of it immmediately, by your mail 
man. Ths is a service we perform at no extra cost. Who else did you see walking the 
streets that day, giving reassurance? 



If you need help, you can get it from your mail man. This is a service we perform at 
no extra cost. Who else do you see on the road every day, despite the conditions? 
You ask us so many things I can't list them all, and we offer what we have at no extra 
cost. 
I ask you, what would America be like without us? 
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Anne Brennan (ABrennan) wrote: 
True, there is less first-class mail, but what about catalogs and advertisements? These 
companies receive extremely favorable postage rates for pre-sorting, but all those 
pieces must still be processed and delivered by my local post office. It must cost 
USPS more to process and deliver this material than the postage charged. Raise the 
rates for junk mail and streamline the system! 
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Shawn Phillipps (SRP_Kant) wrote: 
The USPS seems more of a joke every day. I watched an Episode of the BBC's Top 
Gear where the raced the new Porsche sedan against a letter with a basic stamp 
dropped into a Royal Mail mailbox. The letter won, completing the 800+ mile trip 
before the car did, driving straight through the night. If that had been the US mail, the 
car could have driven there and back and there again and still won. 
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Carl Knutson (doncarlo) wrote: 
The "one Senator" holding up the passage of these temporary pay cut postponements 
was the subject of some Daily Show mockery recently: 
http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/mon-march-1-2010/senate-after-dark 
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yuan sun (ysun) wrote: 
i agree with brandon that ss is a pyramid scheme... but thats its purpose 
 
social security />>> securing society 
 
society is the ultimate ponzi scheme but its less bogus than the stock market or real 
estate because we all get something out of it, the illusion that we are there for each 
other. 
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Hogan Hayes (Hogan) wrote: 
I remember getting into a few postal service debates back when the President had that 
post office "gaffe" while the health care debate was in the town hall phase. My 
position was that the post is an component of infrastructure and it should therefore not 
be seen as a revenue generator. 
 
My question is this: Is the postal service something a government provides in order to 
facilitate commerce, like roads and electricity? In other words, do economies benefit 
proportionately from the amount of tax dollars spent on a postal service? 
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H Baskerville (Gardening_in_NC) wrote: 
Medicare pay cuts: "The Senator is vilified for following Obama's pay-as-you-go 
rules." from WSJ opinion article.  
 
"Obama signs Pay-Go law but also raises federal debt ceiling" signed ... 2/13/2010 
 
“In a perfect world, Congress would not have needed a law to act responsibly, to 
remember that every dollar spent would come from taxpayers today – or our children 
tomorrow," Obama said of the pay-go law. 
 
“But this isn’t a perfect world. This is Washington. And while in theory there is 
bipartisan agreement on moving on balanced budgets, in practice, this responsibility 
for the future is often overwhelmed by the politics of the moment. It falls prey to the 
pressure of special interests, to the pull of local concerns, and to a reality familiar to 
every single American – the fact that it is a lot easier to spend a dollar than save one. 
That is why this rule is necessary." 
 
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/80981-obama-pay-as-you-go-rules-
necessary-and-now-law-along-with-higher-debt-ceiling 
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Brandon M (DC_Listener) wrote: 
If women fixed SS last time, maybe we should get children to fix it this time? 
Honestly, SS has more in common with a pyramid scheme than a retirement account 
and the cracks in that design are becoming more apparent. 
 
And on $10B package that got added to the deficit, Bunning may be an SOB, but the 
Dems admitted they didn't want to vote to end the filibuster because the politics were 
good for them. What about all those people they claimed to want to help? And with 



expenses exceeding $3500B, we couldn't find $10B in cuts to pay for this and end any 
complaints Bunning had? 
 
My personal bonus reading, the census impact on employment: 
http://www.calculatedriskblog.com/2010/03/census-2010-impact-on-
employment.html 
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