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1. U.S. Postal Service gets an iPhone app 

By Dusan Belic on Tuesday, January 5th, 2010 at 10:02 AM PST  

 

 

 

USPS is out with its own iPhone app, allowing its service users to perform a number 

of tasks while on the move. For instance, you could locate nearby Post Office, 

Automated Postal Center and Collection boxes – and get driving, walking or mass 

transit directions to the selected destination. 

 

Moreover, there’s the Track and Confirm feature that provides a visual monitor of the 

progress of the mail pieces and requires only initial input of tracking code numbers so 

that follow-ups are only one click away. 

 

In addition, in case you don’t know your ZIP code, you could easily find it out as the 

app uses your current location as a parameter. 

 

Finally, it’s worth adding that in addition to the iPhone app, USPS is working on a 

mobile client for other platforms. And whenever I hear other platforms in the U.S., I 

think of Android and BlackBerry (NSDQ: RIMM). However, no dates were given for 

those two versions… 

 

 

Read more: http://www.intomobile.com/2010/01/05/u-s-postal-service-gets-an-

iphone-app.html#ixzz0bmcVVcUf 
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2. The Postal Service and iPhones 

Monday, January 4, 2010 

 

You can have daily headlines from FedSmith.com delivered right to your desktop 

each business morning. The service is free and you don't get junk e-mail as the price 

of your subscription. Just visit our newsletter page to sign up! 

Apple Computer's App Store online store now offers a new free Postal Service 

application for iPhone and iPod touch mobile digital devices. 

 

The new USPS Mobile application takes advantage of Global Positioning Satellite 

(GPS) capabilities, using the Locator function to show Post Offices, Automated Postal 

Centers and Collection Boxes in closest proximity to the user. Maps and directions – 

driving, walking or mass transit – to the closest location also are provided. 

 

The Track and Confirm feature provides a visual monitor of the progress of the mail 

pieces and requires only initial input of tracking code numbers so that follow-ups are 

only one click away. 

 

The Postal Service application also has a ZIP Code lookup that provides the user with 

the ZIP Code of the user's current location, using the phone's GPS capability. 

 

"The Postal Service is America's largest retailer, with 36,000 Post Offices and retail 

outlets in communities across the country. Now the iPhone community has a Post 

Office as well," says Robert Bernstock, president, Mailing and Shipping Services. 

 

Today's announcement of the application for iPhone and iPod touch devices expands 

the Postal Service's move last fall to provide easy-to-use functionality to mobile 

phone users. Additional USPS applications for other internet-enabled mobile devices 

are in development. 

 

 

000 

 

 

3. New York Pension Checks Are in the Mail _ Really 

BUFFALO, N.Y. January 5, 2010 (AP) The Associated Press  

 

New York state retirees, your check is in the mail. Really. 

 

The state may be short on cash, but it assured former employees looking for late 

pension checks that they will get them. 

 

A glitch at the post office apparently caused some of the 60,000 checks mailed Dec. 

30 to become lost. While retirees in Albany got theirs and checks have begun showing 

up in central New York mailboxes, retirees in western New York are still waiting. 

 

Postal Service spokeswoman Karen Mazurkiewicz (muh-ZUHR'-ke-wits) says 

Tuesday a number of things could have gone wrong — trays could have been 

mislabeled or put on wrong trucks out of Albany, for example. 

 



The state is asking people to wait another day or two and if their checks don't show 

up, call the comptroller's office to have another sent. 

 

Copyright 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be 

published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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