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1. Postal Service Employees Owed $300M in Taxes, IRS Data Shows 
 
 
FOXNews.com  
 
 
The U.S. Postal Service has more tax delinquents in its ranks than any other federal 
agency or department, according to Internal Revenue Service data.  
 
 
Maybe their tax payments got lost in the mail.  
 
The U.S. Postal Service turns out to have more tax delinquents in its ranks than any 
other federal agency or department, according to the Internal Revenue Service.  
 
IRS statistics from 2008 detailing the amount of money federal workers failed to pay 
the government in taxes showed postal service employees owed $297.93 million -- 
nearly 10 percent of the $3.04 billion owed by federal employees and retirees from 
dozens of agencies. 
 
The tax gap among federal workers comes at a time when the federal government is 
running record deficits and trying to raise the $12 trillion debt limit so that it can 
continue spending at record levels next year.  
 
USPS spokesman Mark Saunders said in a written statement that it's "important" to 
consider that the percentage of those owing taxes at the postal service is "relatively 
small" compared with other agencies. The postal service is the largest federal 
employer outside the military, so it would predictably have a relatively large number 
of delinquents -- the actual percentage of those failing to pay taxes, 3.95 percent, was 
less than at a number of other agencies.  
 



But with $297 million in unpaid taxes, Saunders said the postal service is still trying 
to lick the problem. In Post Office terms, that kind of money could buy 677,122,172 
stamps.  
 
"We urge our employees to comply with all tax laws and are encouraged that many 
who have been delinquent have agreed to payment plan with the IRS," Saunders said. 
Of the Postal Service's more than 732,000 employees, about 29,000 owed taxes.  
 
The data from late 2008 covered all agencies with more than 25 employees and 
mostly covered the 2007 tax year -- the most recently available data. It was not clear 
how much of the money has been repaid. The data showed just about every federal 
sector had tax evaders, but the problem was far worse in certain corners of the 
government.  
 
The military, between active duty personnel and reserves, accounted for $301 million 
of the total owed to the government.  
 
Military retirees accounted for another $1.34 billion. The only department that came 
anywhere close to the Postal Service's IRS bill was the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, which owed $131.29 million.  
 
That bill was $2.47 million for the U.S. Senate; $5.81 million for the House of 
Representatives; and about $813,000 for the Executive Office of the President.  
 
The Treasury Department owed $6.99 million. But the treasury actually boasted the 
best rate of all the departments, with only .98 percent of its employees labeled as tax 
delinquents. Inside the treasury, the IRS had a rate of .76 percent. Perhaps accounting 
for the low rate at the IRS is the fact that IRS employees can be fired for failing to pay 
taxes.  
 
The agency with the highest percentage was the National Capital Planning 
Commission, which had a rate of 10.42 percent. 
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2. Japanese Coalition Frays  
Two Smaller Partners Imperil Hatoyama's Initiatives 
 
 
By ALISON TUDOR  
 
TOKYO -- Japan's new coalition government is showing strains, as boisterous junior 
partners sway key policies, from deficit spending to U.S.-Japan relations. 
 



The struggles by Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama to control his cabinet have started 
to chip away at his still-high approval ratings. 
 
Mr. Hatoyama's Democratic Party of Japan won an overwhelming majority in August 
parliamentary elections, but that gave him control only of the parliament's lower 
house. The DPJ, in trying to win smooth passage of legislation through the upper 
house, has been held ransom by two smaller parties, led by a socialist and a feminist. 
 
 
It is an awkward dynamic. The DPJ is simultaneously focused on winning sole control 
of the upper house in elections scheduled for this summer and having to govern in 
partnership with the parties it is seeking to oust from power. 
 
The major domestic-policy initiatives, such as blocking privatization of the postal 
service, a bank-loan moratorium and the size of an $80 billion stimulus package, have 
been driven by the rambunctious Shizuka Kamei, head of the People's New Party. 
 
The biggest foreign-policy problem has been driven by the other coalition partner, the 
Social Democratic Party. Mizuho Fukushima, consumer-affairs minister and head of 
the SDP, threatened Thursday to leave the coalition if the DPJ continues a plan 
negotiated by the previous government on the location of U.S. bases in Japan. 
 
Mr. Hatoyama's refusal to accept the American plan has sparked unusually harsh 
rhetoric between the two close allies. 
 
"This is becoming a typically Japanese situation. Japanese politicians change policies 
easily to maintain coalitions and personal relationships," said Deutsche Bank senior 
economist Seiji Adachi. 
 
Mr. Hatoyama called for an emergency meeting Friday with Mr. Kamei and Ms. 
Fukushima to try to iron out their differences. A spokesman said the three leaders 
agreed to work together on resolving the issues of the U.S. military base. 
  
 
Protesters in Okinawa, Japan, call for the extradition of a U.S. serviceman allegedly 
involved in a fatal hit and run. 
 
 
A newspaper poll last week showed the cabinet's approval rating slipped to 59% from 
63% last month. The biggest complaint from respondents was that Mr. Hatoyama 
hadn't shown leadership. 
 
U.S. government officials have expressed growing frustration with Mr. Hatoyama's 
handling of American troops based in Japan. 
 
The U.S. is eager to finalize a deal over relocation of U.S. troops on the southern 
Japanese island of Okinawa. However, Mr. Kamei warned at a news conference 
Friday the need to reach a consensus within the government would delay a decision 
until at least the new year. 
 



He said U.S. leaders should understand Mr. Hatoyama's grip on power is "precarious," 
adding, "So long as the CIA does not assassinate me, things will not go back to the 
way things were before, when Japan simply followed America's lead." 
 
The 73-year-old Mr. Kamei has spearheaded the two most controversial pieces of 
legislation written by the new government: a bill calling for banks to reschedule loans 
to small companies and a bill halting the privatization of Japan's mammoth postal 
services. 
 
Tensions within the government are rising. Deputy Prime Minister Naoto Kan called 
Mr. Kamei to reprimand him for missing a cabinet meeting on Dec. 4, which resulted 
in an angry conversation, according to a person familiar with the matter. Mr. Kamei 
hung up on Mr. Kan and refused to take his next call. 
 
Mr. Kan's frustration boiled over at a cabinet meeting Tuesday, according to Japanese 
media, where he said, "We ensured that a bill to freeze the sale of shares in postal 
companies be passed into law for the sake of the PNP." 
 
Write to Alison Tudor at alison.tudor@wsj.com 
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3. Posties begin no-stamps industrial action 
 
Posted Mon Dec 14, 2009 7:49am AEDT  
  
 
There is no guarantee that each piece of unstamped mail will reach its destination. 
(ABC News: Nic MacBean) 
 
Postal workers around Australia say they will deliver unstamped mail from today until 
Christmas Eve. 
 
About 32,000 workers will take part in the industrial action against Australia Post in 
the hope of getting a new wage deal. 
 
New South Wales union secretary Jim Metcher says workers have waited three years 
for a deal. 
 
"Postal workers have waited long enough for a new wage deal and they want one 
now," he said. 
 
Mr Metcher says Christmas is the busiest time of year for Australia Post and they 
have chosen this action because it will not disrupt the service. 
 
But he cannot guarantee every piece of unstamped mail will reach its destination. 
 



Alex Twomey from Australia Post says the strike action will not succeed because 
fewer than a quarter of postal staff are taking part. 
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4. Recycled envelopes: Postal Service allows re-use of mailing envelopes 
 
By Mariana Lamaison Sears • Sunday, December 13, 2009  
 
 
The first time I received correspondence in a reused envelope I couldn’t help but ask 
myself, “What have I been doing all of my mailing life?” 
 
It was a few years ago when my sister-in-law sent me a care package — something to 
help me survive 11 hours of an upcoming international flight — via a reused envelope. 
At first sight, the padded manila wrap seemed just like any other piece of mail, but at 
a close look, I realized my name and address were written on the back of the envelope. 
I flipped the thing over and found out it was being reused. 
 
Apparently, my sister-in-law previously had received correspondence in that same 
envelope. Either because she lacked a new envelope, or out of a sense of sustainable 
and thrifty consciousness, she crossed out all the information on the front of the 
envelope and used the reverse as a new one.  
 
“Genius!” I thought. And as I would discover later, the practice is becoming an 
increasingly common phenomenon.  
 
But how did the post office allow my sister-in-law to do that? Maybe the employee 
didn’t realize she was reusing an old envelope. I will give it a try too, I thought, and 
see what happens. 
 
Next time I went to the post office — in Essex Junction — I felt nervous about getting 
“caught.” Surprisingly, my mailing proceeded as smoothly as always. And out of that 
little, and literal, pushing-the-envelope attitude, my reusing-envelope career began. 
 
I’ve been reusing all types of envelopes, small and big ones, padded and thin ones, 
white, manila and color ones. I’ve also reused the prepaid and business envelopes 
from marketing ads or from the bank, as I’ve done all my banking online for the past 
five years. I’ve even created my own envelopes gluing papers together. I’ve mailed 
stuff nationally and internationally, including a book I sold through Amazon.com. 
And I never had a single problem, so far. 
 
But after successfully trying all this, I wanted to learn more. Is this a trend or just a 
trait of my frugal and sustainable-minded family? If many other people are doing this, 
is it complicating the logistics of the U.S. Postal Service? Has the post office come up 
with a new mailing etiquette that endorses reused envelope? 
 



I called the post office in Burlington to find out answers and was faced instead with 
the protocol of a big corporation: Reporters are prohibited from interviewing post-
office workers. So I turned to the district communication coordinator in the U.S. 
Postal Service’s regional office in Maine, Tom Rizzo — and he was puzzled. He had 
never heard of, or seen, customers reusing envelopes. He promised to find out more 
and get back to me. 
 
While waiting for Rizzo’s reply, I visited my local post office here in Williston one 
morning last week, reused envelope in hand, to talk to some patrons. I approached a 
young woman who was working on a pile of envelopes. 
 
Sarah Leduc, 30, of South Burlington said she reuses big envelopes but not little ones. 
She got the idea from a previous employer who advised her to do it.  
 
“For environmental purposes and saving purposes,” she explained while affixing 
address labels to her holiday-card envelopes. “They’re going to have a kick out of it,” 
she said, preparing an envelope for her in-laws. 
 
I then stopped three men, middle age, who all responded they have never reused 
envelopes or seen anybody doing it. I asked another woman who was leaving the post 
office with a bunch of mailing boxes, and she said her husband frequently reuses 
envelopes. Finally I chatted with Jane Rowe, 49, of St. George, who felt strongly 
about the concept. 
“I do it all the time,” she said. “It’s stupid not to. It’s totally irresponsible to use 
something new when we can reuse something.” 
 
Before leaving the post office I mailed my package and, as a curious customer, I 
asked the post officer if she saw people following this trend. I flipped my manila 
package to show her what I mean.  
 
“I see it a lot,” the employee said. 
 
Rizzo’s answers came later in the week, and his findings did not match with mine.  
 
“None of the supervisors and employees informally surveyed report observing the 
practice you describe,” Rizzo wrote in an e-mail. “We do occasionally notice some 
Business Remittance envelopes (for bill payments) being used instead for personal 
correspondence.” 
 
I also asked him what considerations a patron should keep in mind for reusing 
envelopes. He warned a massive reuse of envelopes could create confusion and delay 
the mail. 
 
“Anyone who considers this practice should make sure to completely cross out or 
cover the return address in addition to that of the old addressee, or it will be returned 
(quite possibly to the wrong address),” Rizzo said. “In addition, our automated sorting 
equipment has sensors designed to ‘look’ for the position of the postage stamp as well 
as pre-applied black or fluorescent orange bar codes which serve as a digital 
representation of the mailing address.  
 



“These sensors,” he continued, “allow proper positioning of the letter for fastest 
processing. If stamps and/or barcodes are present where they ‘shouldn’t be,’ the 
equipment will reject the letter to a separate bin, from which it is sent to a manual 
sorting area late at night. In some cases this could introduce a short delay in 
processing.”  
 
Of note, too, was the list of steps Rizzo reported the Postal Service is taking to meet 
its commitment to sustainability: delivering mail by foot and bicycle where possible, 
printing postage stamps using water-based inks made from soybeans, testing zero-
emissions vehicles for use in mail delivery, and diverting tons of wastepaper from 
landfills through recycling. 
 
Whereas recycling is important to become a sustainable society, reusing — and thus 
preserving — our resources is essential. Recycling requires energy input; reusing 
requires only a person’s willingness to do it. 
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JOHN BRUMMETT 

5. JOHN BRUMMETT: Washington is nuts -- just the way we like it  
 
You do know, don't you, that the health care debate is wholly nuts? 
 
Republicans don't tell the truth and Democrats look for anything that might look less 
liberal than the previous thing the Republicans were not telling the truth about. 
     
  
 
 
Nobody makes any sense. That includes the 10 Democratic senators who declared last 
week that they'd compromised away from the big-government idea of a public health 
insurer by designing, well, bigger government in a more complicated array of 
elements. 
 
They've smashed a painting into a jigsaw puzzle and told us it's easier to appreciate 
when it's all broken up. 
 
It starts here: A public health insurer option entering the marketplace is not socialism, 
no matter what Republicans allege or how much Democrats fret.  
 
It's no more socialistic than the Postal Service competing with FedEx and UPS or 
public colleges competing for students with private ones or a public policeman having 
a cup of coffee with a private security guard. We've been mixing and matching public 
and private services in this country for nigh unto a century. 



 
Centrist Democrats, worried about getting re-elected from reddish states where 
Republican misinformation resonates, complain about the costs to our bankrupt public 
treasury of a public option. But the public option would be designed to be self-
sustaining, and, if it couldn't manage that, we could always board it up and try 
something else. This is not the last health care debate we will ever have. 
 
Let me tell you about our single most socialistic program. It's Medicare. The central 
government takes public tax money and monopolizes the health insuring of seniors. 
 
It's on a course to go broke because, unlike the public option, it's an entitlement rather 
than a competitive market option. But we love it, as well we should. It saves our 
parents' and grandparents' lives, that's all. 
 
You have these politicians, all Republicans and some nervous Democrats, saying on 
the one hand that they oppose a public health insurance option and on the other hand 
that they will resist any cost-cutting efficiencies in the decidedly more socialistic and 
deficit-ridden Medicare program. 
 
And for some reason we don't laugh out loud in these politicians' faces over the 
nonsensical contradictions with which they insult what ought to be our intelligence. 
 
So what was the compromise announced last week by 10 Democratic senators? I refer 
to the one that, they say, will break the logjam and put us on a Christmas course to 
health reform. It's this: They're going to kill a public option in the marketplace, 
because, you know, people think that's socialism and costly. And they're going to turn 
around and let people from 55 to 64 go into Medicare, which is really socialistic and 
costly, but which we love. 
 
Then, rather than set up a government insurer to compete with private ones for people 
under 55, we're going to empower the government to order private insurers to set up 
nonprofit health insurance plans -- to avoid making money, I mean -- and then have 
the government tell these private insurers how to run these plans. 
 
It's like shutting down the Postal Service because it is socialized mail delivery, then 
ordering FedEx and UPS to set up sideline operations to deliver packages on a 
nonprofit basis. 
 
We seem to think it's un-American for the government to compete with the private 
sector, but not for government to order the private sector to compete with itself. 
 
Oh, well. In the end it's less important that we have no clue what we're doing than that 
people now without health insurance may soon be able to get some. 
 
Actually, nothing is more all-American these days than political nonsense. We seem 
somehow to make it work for us. What we end up doing is usually a little more 
reasonable than we say, thank goodness. 
 
 



John Brummett is an award-winning columnist for the Arkansas News Bureau in 
Little Rock and author of "High Wire," a book about Bill Clinton's first year as 
president. His e-mail address is jbrummett@ arkansasnews.com. 
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