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1. China to ratify Seventh Additional Protocol to Constitution of Universal 

Postal Union  

 
 
www.chinaview.cn  2008-08-25 16:59:28    
 
 
    BEIJING, Aug. 25 (Xinhua) -- The Seventh Additional Protocol to the Constitution 
of the Universal Postal Union (CUPU) was expected to be approved by China's top 
legislature in a week.  
 
    The seventh additional protocol, the seventh revision to the CUPU, is in accordance 
with the Chinese legal principle, read a statement submitted to the fourth session of 
the 11th Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC) for 
deliberation on Monday.  
 
    The ratification of the seventh additional protocol will benefit the postal service in 
China in the global changes of economy and technology and enhance cooperation 
between China and other countries and organizations, the statement added.  
 
    The contents of the seventh additional protocol, which was done in Bucharest on 
Oct. 5, 2004 and came into force on Jan. 1, 2006, included articles concerning the 
missions of the union and definitions of some terms and some literal revisions to the 
CUPU.  
 
    China joined the CUPU in 1973 and ratified the previous six additional protocols in 
1973, 1977, 1987, 1991, 1997 and 2003 respectively. The seventh had been approved 
by 33 member countries till July 4, 2008.  
 
Editor: Sun Yunlong 
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2. Package deals 

Before you send off that care package to a student or holiday gift to a friend, it pays to 
do a little comparison shopping. You might be surprised at what you discover. 
By Tricia Bishop  
August 31, 2008 
 
Got mail? The old-fashioned, tangible kind? 
 
We do - lots of it. Every day, all sorts of packages and documents, letters and press 
kits flow into The Baltimore Sun offices, and that got us wondering: Just how much 
does it cost to send this stuff? Shipping rates can vary widely, depending upon what's 
being sent where, through whom and when the shipper wants it to arrive. 
 
And with many of us mailing off care packages to college students these days, and the 
holidays just around the corner, we wanted to know who offered the best deals. 
 
So we looked up the residential rates at four shippers (the U.S. Postal Service, UPS, 
FedEx and DHL) for four packages (a 1-ounce letter, a 5-pound package (measuring 
10-by-10-by-10 inches), a 15-pound package (10-by-10-by-10) and a 35-pound 
package (13-by-13-by-13)] sent to two locations: New York City (ZIP code 10036) 
and Los Angeles (90012). 
 
Related links 
What will it cost to send?  
  
 
The rates assumed we dropped the packages off near The Baltimore Sun's downtown 
offices, in ZIP code 21201, at 1 p.m. Aug. 25. 
 
For the most part, the costs were pretty similar, with a few surprises: If you're mailing 
a package overnight to New York through UPS, for example, choose the ground 
option instead of air for end-of-day delivery. It costs $67.86 to send a 35-pound box 
via plane and just $17.50 overland. You also get a discount if you buy your postage 
online from the post office and print it out, rather than purchase it at a branch. 
 
And while the Postal Service is often the most economical option, it doesn't promise 
the 8 a.m. overnight delivery of UPS and FedEx (DHL starts delivering midmorning). 
If you want something to arrive in New York the next day, but evening is OK, the 
private shippers also often offer better prices on ground delivery than the post office. 
 
We put together a chart to help you figure out which shipper might be the best choice 
based on your needs, but you can also enter specific data online with each 
organization to find your rates. You also can get a quick overview of all rates at 
shipgooder.com, though the site returned numbers slightly off from those we got from 
the shippers. 
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3. French Postal Service Seeking Part-Privatisation 

 
28 August 2008 by Franz Groter - © Hellmail.co.uk 
 
French postal operator La Poste is finally making a move towards full liberalisation of 
the French postal market after it announced that it is considering partial privatisation.  
 
Currently La Poste is state-owned and hopes to remain so, but with a requirement by 
the EU to be fully deregulated by 2011, selling off parts of La Poste ahead of full 
liberalisation would give La Poste a much needed boost to be able to compete with 
German and Dutch postal operators. 
 
Most major European postal operators are required to be fully open to competition by 
2011 with just under half of the 27 European countries granted an extension to 2013. 
 
The first stage for La Poste will be a request to the French Government to partly free 
it from state-ownership to be able to initiate a sell off. 
 
 
 
© Hellmail.co.uk (28 August 2008) 
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4. Postmaster says changes necessary 

 
ST. LOUIS (Aug 25, 2008) — The U.S. Postal Service could lose about $2 billion 
this year due to tough economic times, and it needs to change to meet the demands of 
the public, Postmaster General John Potter said Monday.  
 
Potter told the National Association of Postmasters of the United States at their 
convention in St. Louis that the postal service is grappling with issues that many 
businesses are facing — like how to handle high fuel prices. 
 
"We simply cannot control it," he said. But, he pointed to the postal service's large 
fleet of alternative-fuel vehicles as a positive step. 
 
Potter praised postmasters and postal workers for their commitment to service and 
reliability, but he said more needs to be done to reduce bureaucracy, cut costs and 
embrace technology. 
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5. Greece and Macedonia in "postal war" 

 
26. August 2008. | 11:23 
 
Source: EMportal 
 
 
The postal services of Greece and Macedonia are waging "an actual war" by openly or 
discreetly refusing to execute mutual postal services, Greek newspaper Eleftherotypia 
writes on Monday. 
 
The postal services of Greece and Macedonia are waging "an actual war" by openly or 
discreetly refusing to execute mutual postal services, Greek newspaper Eleftherotypia 
writes on Monday.  
 
Athens returns the envelops that have postal stamps with Macedonia written on it, 
whilst Skopje refuses to receive letters and packages from Greece with the 
justification that a country called "Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia" doesn't 
exist. 
 
The so called "postal war" affects the citizens the most, because their right of 
correspondence is being denied, says the newspaper.  
 
Furthermore, Eleftherotypia notes that in addition to postal services, "wars" have been 
also waged between airline companies and aviation authorities, as well as between 
countries' railroad companies. 
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