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1. EU assembly adopt plan to open up postal markets 
Thu Jan 31, 2008 5:58am EST 
  
 
BRUSSELS, Jan 30 (Reuters) - The European Union's 88 billion euro ($130.8 billion) 
mail markets will be opened up to full competition from the start of 2011 under plans 
adopted by the bloc's assembly on Thursday. 
 
The European Parliament sealed a 15-year long process of injecting competition into 
national postal services by prising open the final protected sector -- letters weighing 
up to 50 grams. 
 
Mail above that weight is fully liberalised. 
 
"So far, the liberalisation of the postal market has been a success story," said Andrej 
Vizjak, economy minister for EU president Slovenia. Slovenia holds the EU's rotating 
presidency. 
 
"New players have entered the market, new market opportunities have emerged not 
only for new market entrants but also for the incumbents. And for users, new services 
have been developed," Vizjak told the assembly. 
 
The measure adopted on Thursday has already been agreed with EU states, who have 
joint say and will formally rubberstamp it in coming weeks. 
 
(Reporting by Huw Jones, editing by Marcin Grajewski) 
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2. Thursday Plenary in Brussels: climate roadmap, Roma, postal 
servicesInstitutions   

01-02-2008 - 13:46 
 
Roma language classes in Slovakia  
 
Thursday saw MEPs adopt resolutions on an action plan to combat climate change 
and on a European strategy to improve the position of the 10 million Roma people in 
the EU. MEPs also voted on the liberalisation of postal services in a second reading 
vote on legislation. This is likely to lead to the EU's postal services open for greater 
competition. A report on steps to improve energy saving were also agreed. Thursday 
also saw an incident in the Chamber sparked by a row over a procedural matter. 
 
Climate change roadmap on track 
  
A resolution adopted by MEPs welcomed the Bali roadmap's 2009 deadline for the 
conclusion of an international agreement on climate change. Though satisfied that the 
Bali Action Plan contains "a clear timetable" for reaching agreement, MEPs regretted 
"that it was not possible to make unambiguous references to science in relation to the 
necessary greenhouse gas reductions". 
  
They welcomed, however, the Kyoto Protocol parties' recognition of the need for 
industrialised countries to cut emissions by 25-40% (compared to 1990 levels) by 
2020. The EP also called for the WTO to consider "temporary measures that favour 
the manufacture and export of climate-friendly products and innovative technology". 
  
Call for better rights for Roma people 
  
Out of the 12 to 15 million Roma living in Europe, about 10 million live in EU 
countries. A majority of them became EU citizens after the 2004 and 2007 
enlargements.  
  
MEPs believe Roma communities still suffer clear discrimination and adopted a 
resolution on the European Strategy on the Roma warning of the risks of anti-Gypsy 
sentiments promoted by extremists. They call for renewed efforts to integrate Roma 
through positive measures in housing, health, education and employment. 
Parliament condemned substandard and unsanitary living conditions and wide scale 
"ghettoisation" of Romani people. 
Calls for steps to get more Roma people into the labour market and the use of more 
training. 
MEPs also want the Commission to strengthen anti-discrimination legislation in 
education.  
Other votes  
  
Other votes during the day included two reports reported in detail elsewhere on this 
site: a legislative report on European postal services and a non-binding but keenly-
followed report on energy conservation. 
  



On postal services, Parliament voted for a general ending of postal monopolies in 
Europe by 2011, with a few exceptions until 2013.  This outcome effectively seals an 
agreement with Council, which had already accepted Parliament's position on the 
subject. 
 
  
On energy conservation, Parliament's vote drew widespread attention across the 
continent as a pointer to the direction of European energy conservation policy.  
Parliament focused on domestic energy use and on private homes in particular, while 
the headlines homed in on the report's recommendation on outdoor "patio" heaters. 
  
Incident in the chamber 
  
In the course of proceedings a point of order raised by a British Member Daniel 
Hannan (EPP-ED), during which he drew a parallel between some of the European 
Parliament’s procedures and parliamentary manoeuvrings in 1930s Germany, 
provoked strong protests from MEPs across the House.   
  
Later in the day, Joseph Daul, leader of the EPP-ED political group, announced the 
intention to expel Mr Hannan from the group. 
  
Mr Daul said that "these comments are unqualified and disgraceful. I respect Mr 
Hannan as an MEP but his remarks this morning are incompatible with the EPP-ED 
Group's values. It is for this reason that I will ask the Group to proceed with the 
expulsion of Mr Hannan, according to our Rules of Procedure and after consultation 
with the Members of the British Delegation". 
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3. U.S. Postal Service 1st-quarter profit $672 mln 
Wed Jan 30, 2008 5:47pm EST 
  
 
WASHINGTON, Jan 30 (Reuters) - The U.S. Postal Service reported on Wednesday 
a preliminary fiscal first-quarter profit of $672 million despite a decline in mail 
volume that caused revenues to fall $500 million short of expectations. 
 
Total mail volume declined three percent in the quarter ending Dec. 31, a trend Postal 
Service Chief Financial Officer Glen Walker attributed to weakness in the overall 
U.S. economy. 
 
"The financial industry and housing industry are both big pieces of our revenue," 
Walker told a Postal Service Board of Governors meeting. "They're suffering and 
they're certainly not mailing as much." 
 
A year ago the Postal Service reported a $2.7 billion loss due to accelerated funding 
of retiree health benefits mandated by federal law. 
 



The Postal Service reported $20.4 billion in revenue in the first quarter, up $689 
million from a year ago but $500 million below what it had planned for. 
 
To offset the revenue shortfall, the service cut more than $300 million of its planned 
expenditures for the first quarter. 
 
First class mail volume decreased 3.9 percent, a business increasingly under threat as 
Internet communication grows. 
 
The Postal Service also competes with commercial rivals such as FedEx Corp 
(FDX.N: Quote, Profile, Research), which reported net income of $479 million for its 
most recent quarter, and United Parcel Service Inc (UPS.N: Quote, Profile, Research), 
which reported a $2.58 billion loss on Wednesday after a pension-related charge. 
 
Final first-quarter results for the Postal Service will be released in February. 
(Reporting by Ayesha Rascoe; Editing by Tim Dobbyn) 
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4. EU postal directive approved 
 
By Nikki Tait in Brussels  
 
Published: January 31 2008 16:02 | Last updated: January 31 2008 16:02 
 
The demise of national postal monopolies across Europe became a reality yesterday 
when the European Parliament approved a new postal directive, giving final political 
approval to the long-sought reform of these markets. 
 
The European mail markets, said to be worth around €90bn, will be opened up to 
competition from the start of 2011 at the latest, although some member states - 
including those who joined the EU after 2004 or have a difficult topography - will be 
able to postpone full market opening for a further two years. 
 
Member states which have opened their markets, however, will be able to refuse 
authorization to operators still protected by a national monopoly in other member 
states.  
 
 
The approval was warmly welcomed by European Commission president Jose Manuel 
Barosso, who claimed that postal services had generally improved since the first 
postal directive was implemented in 1997. 
 
 
 
The Free and Fair Post Initiative, representing users of mail markets, also welcomed 
the result, but cautioned that the success of postal liberalization would depend on how 
member states implemented the directive.  



 
 
”Backstage manoeuvres to introduce barriers and protectionist rules that risk 
hampering access to new entrants in the market have to be avoided,” it warned. 
 
 
 
A late-minute effort to introduce guaranteed freepost services for blind people, 
spearheaded by British Labour MEP Richard Howitt, failed to secure sufficient 
support to be included in the legislation. 
 
 
 
Instead, the text voted on by the European Parliament reflected the overall political 
compromise already endorsed by the Council. The Commission had originally wanted 
markets to be open earlier.  
 
 
The plan also confirms the standard and scope of so-called ”universal service” and an 
upgrading of the role of national regulatory authorities. 
 
 
Copyright The Financial Times Limited 2008 
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5. Postal Service reconsiders need to reopen Aspinwall stationBy The 
Tribune-Review 

Thursday, January 31, 2008  
 
The U.S. Postal Service is looking for businesses in Aspinwall interested in housing a 
contract station, according to Mayor Ben Killian.  
 
If successful, it would return a service that was lost in the borough when the long-
standing station located in J&W Variety Store on Brilliant Avenue closed in 2006.  
 
Killian, citing an e-mail sent from the postal service to U.S. Sen Arlen Specter's 
office, said the service was expected to mail a solicitation letter to all Aspinwall 
businesses for the re-establishment of a performance-based contract station.  
 
Responses are due Feb. 15. 
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6. Qatar planning to host World Postal Congress, says al-Ali 
 



Published: Thursday, 31 January, 2008, 02:04 AM Doha Time 
 
QATAR will make efforts to host the Universal Postal Union’s World Postal 
Congress in 2012, chairman and chief executive of Q-Post Ali Mohamed al-Ali said 
yesterday. 
He was speaking after inaugurating the first Arab postal stamps exhibition, being 
hosted by Q-Post, at Villagio mall. 
Al-Ali said the exhibition would help participants exchange ideas and expertise and 
expressed the hope that it would help enhance co-operation between various postal 
corporations of the region. 
The event will boost Qatar’s image, al-Ali said, terming the exhibition “a feather in 
Q-Post’s cap.”  
As part of the exhibition, an Arab postal stamp, designed by Q-Post’s philately bureau 
was released. The image of a horse printed on the stamp has significance for the 
people of the region, al-Ali said.   
Eighty thousand units of the stamp have been printed. It is priced at QR0.50. Ten 
thousand units of first day covers have also been brought out.  
Seventeen postal corporations and prominent philatelic societies of the region have set 
up pavilions at the venue. Among the collections are some of the first and the latest 
stamps issued by the postal corporations of the region. 
Also on display are stamp collections of the Qatar Philately and Numismatic Club. 
Vice-president of the Qatar Philately and Numismatic Club Hussain Rajab al-Ismail 
said it was a rare opportunity for collectors to see and buy stamps which are rarely 
sold outside. He is the organising committee chairman of the exhibition.  
Apart from stamps, some of the participant corporations are displaying first day 
covers. 
As part of the exhibition, an auction of stamps will be held tomorrow at 7pm at the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture located on the Corniche.  
Arrangements have also been made to print stamps with one’s own image at the 
venue, Q-Post officials said. 
Referring to Q-Post activities, Al-Ali said the corporation has brought about several 
innovations by introducing the latest technology. He said Q-Post has implemented 
several services as part of Qatar’s e-government project. 
The chairman said Qatar would take the lead in forming an Arab Philately Society. 
“The exhibition is a first step in this direction and the Q-Post is sure that it will help 
enhance people’s knowledge of the culture, history and traditions of the region.” 
Among those present at the inaugural ceremony were ambassadors of Palestine and 
Djibouti Muneir Abdullah Ghanam and Mohamadi Ali Mohamadi respectively. 
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7. The U.S. Postal Service is delivering its best service but less mail. 
 
By GREGG CARLSTROM  
January 30, 2008  
The U.S. Postal Service is delivering its best service ever, but the slowing economy 
kept the agency short of its expected revenue by almost a half-billion dollars last 
quarter.  



A new pricing structure was expected to boost revenues, but the nation’s slowing 
economy has meant less mail. The Postal Service’s first-quarter volume dropped by 
1.7 billion pieces, almost 3 percent, from the same period in 2007. The first quarter 
runs from October through December. The decrease affected virtually all categories of 
mail. The steepest decline was in Express Mail, which lost nearly 11 percent of its 
volume.  
Periodicals were the only category to post an increase, a modest 1.2 percent.  
“We’ve had some leakage in revenue due to the fee increases,” Glen Walker, chief 
financial officer for the Postal Service, said at the Jan. 30 meeting of the postal Board 
of Governors. “And when you look at the national economy, it’s not doing well, and 
businesses aren’t mailing as much.”  
 
  
Despite the drop, the Postal Service managed to post $689 million in increased 
revenue over the first quarter of 2007, mostly attributable to the increased fees. But 
that figure was $500 million short of expectations: The higher prices couldn’t fully 
offset lost revenue.  
Performance reviews, on the other hand, were overwhelmingly positive. The first 
quarter is typically the most difficult, because of holiday shipping and unpredictable 
weather. But national service was at all-time highs, with 96 percent of overnight mail 
and 93 percent of two-day mail reaching its destination on time. And a national poll 
found 92 percent of residential customers were pleased with the Postal Service.  
The numbers were especially good for Chicago, which last year ranked as the worst 
mail market in the nation. Ninety-four percent of Chicago’s overnight mail and 92 
percent of its two-day mail arrived on time in the first quarter, increases of 5 and 11 
percent over 2007. 
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8. Number of Emiratis in postal sector to be boosted 
 
By Wafa Issa, Staff Reporter 
Published: January 30, 2008, 14:44 
 
 
Dubai: A committee for the Emiratisation of the postal sector is to be set up by 
Emirates Post. 
 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Emirates National 
Development Programme (ENDP) and Emirates Post aimed at boosting Emiratisation 
of the mail sector was signed.  
 
The new initiative is in response to the directives of His Highness Shaikh Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, on creating new opportunities for Emirati youth in various fields, especially in 
the private sector.  
 



Sultan Bin Saeed Al Mansouri, Minister for Governmental Sector Development and 
Chairman of Emirates Post, said that the committee will be under the supervision of 
Emirates Post but will have members from the ENDP.  
  
 
The MoU seeks to establish a framework for expanding cooperation between 
Emirates Post Holding Group and ENDP in providing training to Emirati youth in 
mail-related areas in order to boost Emiratisation.  
 
Currently, 45 per cent of the Emirates Post's employees are UAE nationals, according 
to Al Mansouri. 
 
Training  
 
A postal diploma training programme, which is designed to increase UAE nationals' 
skills and professional capabilities for taking up positions in public and private sector 
companies engaged in mail activities, is also part of the MoU.  
 
According to the MoU, the postal diploma programme will be for three months, at the 
end of which the candidate will receive a diploma endorsed by Emirates Post. 
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