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1. Labour under fire over PO scheme 

 
By Jean Eaglesham  
 
Published: April 10 2008 03:00 | Last updated: April 10 2008 03:00 
 
The Tories accused the government of "shutting the stable door" after the Royal Mail 
yesterday announced plans to pilot a scheme offering post office services in libraries, 
church halls and job centres in towns and cities across the UK. 
 
The initiative comes amid political pressure on ministers over the closure of 2,500 
post offices. The rationalisation programme, designed to stem the network's losses of 

ツ」3.5m a week, triggered a rebellion by about 20 Labour MPs last month. Labour 

backbenchers fear the contentious closures will damage the party at the May 1 local 
elections. 
 
The government applauded Royal Mail's move. Jean Eaglesham 
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2. UPS warning casts pall over economic outlook 

 
By Jeremy Lemer in New York  
 
Published: April 10 2008 03:00 | Last updated: April 10 2008 03:00 
 



Wall Street stocks fell for a second day as the unfolding first quarter earnings season 
highlighted mounting concerns about the outlook for the US economy while record oil 
prices also weighed on sentiment. 
 
United Parcel Service , the logistics and packagedelivery group, dropped 3.3 per cent 
to $70.91 after it cut its first quarter earnings estimate, saying that domestic shipments 
were slowing as the US economy weakens. 
 
The company is seen as a bellwether of the broader business environment and its pre-
announcement will add to concerns that the US economic slowdown, for so long 
merely debated by experts, is starting to be felt in the corporate world. 
 
"We think UPS's numbers are clearly saying 'recession'," Rick Paterson, an analyst at 
UBS said. 
 
"UPS is the big dog in the transport space, hence we think FedEx will also take it on 
the chin and this profit warning will also resonate with US trucking, railroad, and 
logistics equities." FedEx shares fell 2.4 per cent to $93.77. 
 
In mid-afternoon trade in New York, the benchmark S&P 500 index was down 0.7 per 
cent at 1,356.65 points and the Nasdaq Composite was 1 per cent lower at 2,325.72. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was off 0.4 per cent to 12,521.56. 
 
Energy stocks helped cushion falls as the sector gained for an eighth successive 
session after oil prices hit record highs. Chevron added 1 per cent to $90.17, while 
ConocoPhillips rose 0.6 per cent to $79.94. 
 
Retailers were also in focus. Amazon , the online retailer, lost 3.7 per cent to $74.47 
and Google fell 1.1 per cent to $462.77 after Lehman Brothers said its first quarter 
profits were at risk from an economic slowdown. 
 
Circuit City , the harassed electronics retailer, swung unexpectedly into profit in the 
fourth quarter, thanks to a round of cost-cutting.Its shares dipped 1.8 per cent to $4.45. 
 
The news was not all bad though. Sealy , the bedding manufacturer, and California 
Pizza Kitchen , the chain restaurant operator, jumped after beating analysts' earning 
estimates with their reported and forecast first quarter results. 
 
Sealy jumped 9 per cent to $7.74 while California bounced 5 per cent to $15. 
 
The three largest US mortgage insurers tumbled after Standard & Poor's cut their 
ratings. 
 
MGIC Investment fell 4.1 per cent to $11.02, PMI Group plunged 11.2 per cent to 
$5.48 and Radian Group slipped 10.9 per cent to $5.24. The exception was Citigroup , 
which climbed 0.9 per cent to $23.98 on reports that it planned to sell nearly $12bn in 
leveraged loans. 
 



Nektar Therapeutics plunged 27.7 per cent to $5.20. Pfizer, the drugmaker, has 
reported an increase in the number of lung cancer cases among patients who used 
Exubera, the inhaled insulin product that Nektar developed. 
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3. Last-minute postal service available for tax filers 

From staff reports 
 
The U.S. Postal Service offers after-hours service for last-minute tax filers on April 
15 at 13 automated postal centers throughout the Triangle. 
 
The APCs are self-service kiosks available 24 hours a day, offering many postal 
services and products to customers using credit or debit cards. At these sites, 
customers will be able to weigh packages, deposit mail and purchase stamps with the 
April 15 postmark until midnight. 
 
The Durham main post office, 323 E. Chapel Hill Street, will be staffed and accept tax 
returns and other mail until midnight. In addition, two APC locations -- Cary and 
Raleigh-Westgate -- will also remain staffed and opened until midnight. 
 
Here's a list of automated centers in the Triangle: 
 
Main Post Office, 501 S. Williams St., Apex 
 
Main Post Office, 150 Wrenn Drive, Cary 
 
Main Post Office, 125 S Estes Drive, Chapel Hill 
 
Durham-RTP Station, 65 T.W. Alexander Drive, Durham 
 
Durham-Shannon Station, 3710 Shannon Road, Durham 
 
Durham-West Station, 3520 Kangaroo Drive, Durham 
 
Garner Post Office, 267 Timber Drive, Garner 
 
Raleigh-Avent Ferry Station, 3233 Avent Ferry Road, Raleigh 
 
Raleigh-Brentwood Station, 2777 Brentwood Road, Raleigh 
 
Raleigh-Crabtree Villiage, 4325 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh 
 
Raleigh-North Ridge Station, 7800 Falls of Nuese Road, Raleigh 



 
Raleigh-Westgate Station, 1 Floretta Place, Raleigh 
 
Sanford Post Office, 1200 S Horner Blvd., Sanford  
 
All rights reserved. This copyrighted material may not be published, broadcast or 
redistributed in any manner. 
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4. Automated postal center friend of tax day procrastinators  

 
Are you worrying about filing your state and federal income taxes before the clock 
strikes midnight on Tuesday, April 15?  
 
Fret not. Andover Post Office, 10 Stevens St., can take care of your needs through its 
24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week Automated Postal Center.  
 
Postmaster Michael A. Sullivan said the APC is equipped to handle most mailing 
transactions, including certified mail with retrun receipt, a service many last minute 
filers seek.  
 
"We are hoping that most people will mail their tax returns early and not wait until the 
last minute," he said, "but for those who cannot get here in person before the service 
windows close for the day, the APC may be a solution."  
 
He said customers can use the maching with a credit or debit card and can add the 
special certified service when prompted by the machine to "add a service."  
 
"APCs provide easy access to postal products and services such as buying stamps; 
weighing, calculating and purchasing postage for items weighing up to 70 pounds; 
sending items via Express Mail, Priority Mail, First-Class Mail and parcel post and 
looking up ZIP Codes," he said in a release. 
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5. Postal service really let me down this time  

 
I am so disgusted with the mail service, and next month they have the nerve to raise 
prices for stamps. 
 
I mailed a check to the Teamsters in Washington on March 25. As of April 1, the 
check had not arrived.  



 
I had to send this check so I can get my medicines, which I haven't had for almost two 
weeks now.  
 
Without them having that check, my medicines will cost me close to $800. Well, that 
means I can't get my meds. With what Social Security pays, I can't afford them.  
 
Now I have to pay $30 to stop payment on the lost check and mail them another one. 
They have no other options but through the mail system. I am scared of the postal 
system now. I will never trust it again. 
 
Darlene Trippett 
 
Spotsylvania 
 
 

000 
 
 

6. Plans for changes in postal facilities discussed 

 
Gary McLendon • Staff writer • April 8, 2008 
Print this page E-mail this article  
Share this article: Del.icio.us Facebook Digg Reddit Newsvine What’s this?  
 
  
 
Postal officials are developing plans for a $21 million project that is designed to 
improve postal service and customer efficiency. 
 
The plan would close five postal facilities and build or renovate six more facilities, 
which would open in the fall of 2009.  
 
The changes will mean “improved parking, safety to our postal employees, ability to 
adapt new technology for proficient operations,” said Rochester Postmaster Karl 
Anderson, at a public meeting today at the central branch of the Rochester Public 
Library.  
 
 
Long term plans call for closure of the Cumberland Street and the Midtown Plaza post 
offices, the post office inside the federal court building on State Street, and post 
offices on West Ridge Road and Dewey Avenue in Rochester. 
 
An existing post office — the Ridgemont office — on West Ridge Road in Greece 
will be renovated and remain open. 
 
GMCLENDN@DemocratandChronicle.com 
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7. Postal services should be run like a family: Scindia  

 
New Delhi (PTI). April 9, 2008. : With e-mails making communication impersonal 
and private courier inflating cost dramatically, newly appointed Minister of State for 
IT and Communications Jyotiraditya Scindia on Wednesday said he would endeavour 
to impart a personal touch to the postal department.  
 
"Postal office should become a window of the world. I will try to run the post office 
in the same manner like my father tried to run the railways. I will endeavour towards 
creating a family atmosphere in running the postal services," he said after assuming 
charge.  
 
Scindia, scion of the royal family of Gwalior, is the son of late Congress leader 
Madhavrao Scindia, who was once Minister of State for Railways.  
 
The Department of Post (DoP), which had an annual deficit of Rs 1,250 crore as of 
2006-07, has been taking various measures to reposition itself as a one-stop shop for 
communication as well as financial needs.  
 
The Department of Post (DoP) had recently, ventured into foreign exchange market in 
partnership with Centurion Bank of Punjab. With a huge network of more than 
1,55,000 post offices, DoP is also looking at tie-ups with other banks to disburse 
housing loans to the rural areas.  
 
The government is also using post offices to disburse proceeds of the National Rural 
Employment Guarantee programme.  
 
Commenting on the challenges being faced by the Indian IT industry, Scindia said: 
"India needs to transcend from a purely backoffice and software programming nation 
to a product nation because that's where Intellectual Property lies."  
 
The second time MP from Guna (Madhya Pradesh) also said the country needs to 
move up the value chain and focus on hardware as well. "There is no reason why 
there cannot be semi-conductor and fab units in India," he added. 
 
 

000 
 
 

8. U.S. Postal Service Introduces Recycling By Mail 

 
April 8, 2008 2:03 p.m. EST  
  
 
Stephanie Cruz - AHN 
 
Washington, D.C. (AHN) - The U.S. Postal service has piloted a program that accepts 
small electronics and inkjet cartridges from individuals who want to "recycle" them 
by mail. 
 



Postage-free envelopes are available at 1,500 pilot centers located in California, 
Chicago, Washington, D.C., Northern Virginia and Baltimore, Md for people to send 
in old cell phones, personal data assistants, MP3 players, digital cameras, iPods, inkjet 
cartridges and other small electronic items. 
 
The Postal Service is testing the program in several states and, if successful, may 
launch the program on a national scale. 
 
Clover Technologies Group, a company that recycles and remarkets inkjet cartridges, 
laser cartridges and small electronics, has offered to foot the bill. It then 
remanufactures or remarkets the mailed items. In cases where the items can't be 
remade, the component parts are reused or broken down further and the materials 
recycled. 
 
The USPS says it awarded the contract to Clover because of its "zero waste to 
landfill" policy. 
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